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Survey on Emergency Responses on Initial Stage about the Debris
Flow in Minamata City on July 2003 and Problems on Local Plans
for Disaster Prevention

* 3k

Kazuo TAKAHASHI ", Yuji KAWANO ** and Shozo NAKAMURA *

Abstract

A debris flow in the Atsumari district of Minamata city, Kumamoto prefecture
on July 20, 2003, killed fifteen persons and destroyed many houses. This paper
investigates the measures taken by disaster prevention agencies during the heavy rains
and the behaviors of residents of the Atsumari district. The investigation clearly reveals
problems relating to the gathering and dissemination of information, the manner in
which the staff was assembled, the advice provided in the official announcement
of the evacuation counsel, etc. The investigation also reveals problems personal
disaster prevention activities of residents. The paper presents several suggestions for
improving the disaster prevention plans for the cities, towns, and villages as well as
the disaster prevention plans for the prefecture, and describes ways to improve disaster
administrations.
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