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Abstract

Local community plays an important role to prevent and mitigate disaster damages.
Social capital has been widely used as one of measures to quantify effectiveness of
community for various social problems such as poverty, health and security. This paper
measures the social capital of three different communities: urban area, suburban area,
and rural area. The relationship between social capital and resident's awareness of
disaster prevention is empirically evaluated with the structural equation model by using
questionnaire data in each community. It shows that rural community has more social
capital that promotes their willingness to join community based activity for disaster
prevention and mitigation. On the other hand, the social capital of urban and suburban

community have a statistically in-significant effect on it.
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