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Aspects of isolated area problems after big earthquake:
A case study of Higashiyama district of Ojiya City
after Niigata Chuetsu Earthquake
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Abstract

The Niigata Chuetsu Earthquake struck middle Niigata Prefecture in Japan on
October 23, 2004. After the earthquake, damaged mountainous area was isolated. This
paper describes isolated area problems that include the public emergency system and
residents’ response states into isolated villages. These generalized issues and measures
are also discussed. The case study area was Higashiyama district of Ojiya City in
Niigata Prefecture where was a typical intermediate and mountainous area, and
devastated and isolated area by Niigata Chuetsu Earthquake. The investigation was
conducted by hearing surveys on residents of Higashiyama district and persons related
to the disaster response, and by collection of the relevant documents. The results
showed that isolated area problems were caused by multifunctional effects of traffic
disruptions and information disruptions. These problems, in the situation of stopped
public services, contain emergency life problems and livelihood problems.
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