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Evacuation as Care
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Abstract

In this paper, the author argues that viewing evacuation during disasters as a caring act can
provide certain new insights into evacuation-related policies, ideas, and practices. Although
evacuation is an act that includes many care-like features, such as being done in relationship
with others, interdependence, and response, current evacuation policies have been developed
with a disrespect of them. The first half of the paper will set out recent discussions on the ethics
of care to show that we live in a careless society today. Furthermore, referring to the current
flood evacuation policies, the author points out how the neglect of care is observed in them. In
the latter half of the paper, some recommendations will be made for current Japanese flood

evacuation policies, drawing on the findings of research works on the ethics of care.
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