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The Disaster Awareness of the Residents around the Coastal Area
of Noto Peninsula: Three Months before the 2024
Noto Peninsula Earthquake

Yasushige MoRrtr'

Abstract

The initial response at an earthquake is important for the residents around the coastal area
in increasing survival rates. The aim of this study is to investigate the disaster awareness of the
residents around the coastal area of Noto Peninsula and to make use of the results in determining
the appropriate response to cope with the next Nankai Trough Earthquake. A survey was
conducted in mid-September of 2023 in the Noto Peninsula, three months before the 2024 Noto
Peninsula Earthquake occurred. In a variety of locations, 29 residents of various age groups
living in the coastal towns deemed to be at risk in the event of tsunami were interviewed. The
interviews mainly concentrated on how residents conducted themselves during an earthquake
that hit Suzu City in Noto on the fifth of May, 2023 and their general awareness of actions to be
undertaken. Then, cross tabulations and chi-square tests were conducted by comparing similar
past data on nineteen residents located on the Tsuruoka coast in Yamagata Prefecture. A similar
earthquake event occurred off the coast there in 2019. Results: One; Unlike the Noto residents,
immediately after the earthquake Tsuruoka residents evacuated to higher ground. Two; The
proportion of an experience or experiences of practicing protecting themselves was higher in
Noto than in Tsuruoka. Noto residents participated in the J-Alert practice. Three; Everyday
concern about disasters was higher in Tsuruoka.

Most of those who reside on the coastal areas which the next Nankai Trough Earthquake is
expected to occur lack the experience of any stronger shaking than seismic intensity of Six
Upper. To bridge this gap and reach a higher level of preparedness, hard and soft anti-earthquake
measures, such as experiences of simulated shaking, exercises in protection and how to prepare
for hazardous situations are needed.
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